[Nosocomial infections in mother and child: specific risks in the labour ward].
Nosocomial infection is a frequent and potentially lethal complication in obstetrics. The incidence of this complication may be underscored and an accurate surveillance system must be used in each obstetrics unit for infection control. This surveillance system should also identify the patients at risk for infection in order to improve prevention efforts. beta-lactam-sensitive streptococcus is often involved in obstetrical infections and a short antibio-prophylaxis is indicated in most obstetrical procedures. Disinfection strategy, guidelines for clinical practice and control charts should be established in each obstetrics unit to prevent nosocomial infections.